Congress of the United States
MWashington, DE 20515

June 27, 2023

The Honorable Michael S. Regan

United States Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20024

Dear Administrator Regan:

We write with recommendations to strengthen EPA’s Draft National Strategy to Prevent Plastic
Pollution. Although this Draft makes progress in our federal government’s approach to plastic
pollution, we feel the strategy needs actionable plans and requirements. The entire life-cycle of
plastics, from production to disposal, pose serious threats to the health of the planet and all of us
who call it home." While the Draft National Strategy acknowledges the dangers of plastic
pollution—including health concerns of endocrine-disrupting effects from exposure to plastics
leaching chemicals—an urgent commitment to necessary actions is required to curb such threats
to public health.?

We are encouraged by the EPA’s written goals on reducing the production and consumption of
single-use, unrecyclable, or frequently littered plastic products, as expressed in objective Al.
Within subsection A1.2, the Draft National Strategy calls for the EPA to develop a plan to reduce
single-use products across the federal government. Phasing out all federal procurement of single-
use products would significantly reduce these and demonstrate leadership for both the public and
private sectors. This phase out has already begun with the General Services Administration
(GSA), which initiated a rulemaking process to limit its single-use plastics as well as plastic use
in packaging and shipping.” EPA should be a leader by establishing an urgent timeline for its
own procurement and encouraging a government-wide effort to phase out single-use plastics as
part of its National Strategy to Prevent Plastic Pollution.

Additionally, EPA procurement standards—both those it follows internally and those provided to
other federal purchasers in the Recommendations of Specifications, Standards, and Ecolabels—
should reduce federal procurement of polyvinylchloride and polystyrene, two of the most toxic
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plastics.* * The chemicals that comprise and/or are commonly added to these plastics pose threats
to human health, including cancer, asthma, liver and other organ damage, reproductive, and
developmental harm.® As plastic remains in the environment and weathers into smaller and
smaller plastics (eventually becoming microplastics), hazardous chemicals often leach into the
environments they pollute.” Phasing out unnecessary EPA procurement of such plastics sets an
important standard for all to follow. The National Strategy to Prevent Plastic Pollution is the
appropriate place to commit to such a procurement policy.

While Section A2.5 acknowledges the need to evaluate the environmental justice and public
health impacts on communities neighboring plastic production facilities, we believe it must go
further to establish a community right to know of the chemical characteristics and hazards before
the introduction and consumer market entry of new chemicals and plastics. Communities that
surround plastic production facilities must have an established right to know from the EPA
regarding the health and safety information of new petrochemical production.

The National Draft Strategy additionally establishes an objective to prevent trash and
micro/nanoplastics from entering waterways and to remove escaped trash from the environment.
Microplastics can leach chemical additives, damage cells within human lungs, and limit the
growth of microscopic marine life.® * '°. We fully support the EPA taking action to address
micro/nanoplastic pollution. As the EPA explores expanded use of the Clean Water Act
authorities to significantly reduce trash loadings into waterways under objective C1.2, it should
commit to promptly initiate rulemaking in accordance with these findings. Additionally, multiple
sections of Objective C call for further analyses, evaluations, and research into
micro/nanoplastics, their harms, and how to mitigate their pollution. While supporting additional
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research and analysis to better understand the harm and dangers of such pollution on human and
environmental health, we already have sufficient information to act now rather than permitting
research to delay immediate action. To ensure the findings from the EPA regarding
micro/nanoplastics achieve effective change in plastic pollution, the EPA should include specific
recommendations resultant and associated opportunities for rulemaking that limits
micro/nanoplastic and microfiber pollution.

The Draft has demonstrated the many dangers of plastic to human and environmental health and
some of the ways to mitigate this harm. To meaningfully protect communities across America,
now EPA must include more actionable measures to actually reduce plastic waste and pollution.
We ask that the EPA include actions, like those enumerated below, in the final version of the
national strategy:

1. Eliminate the EPA’s procurement of single-use plastics.
Reduce the EPA’s procurement of PVC and polystyrene.

3. Establish a community right-to-know for the production of new chemicals for plastic
production and new plastics.

4. Initiate rulemaking under the Clean Water Act to reduce trash loadings to minimize
microplastics and microfibers in waterways.

5. Recommend associated and resultant opportunities for rulemaking to limit microplastics
following the analyses and evaluations suggested in Objective C.

Sincerely,

U%ﬂb’ﬁﬂ— d. Ww\ A m«%«

Lloyd Doggett J effrdy‘A‘Merkley

Member of Congress United States Senator
Q«,@M Ll 20l

Emanuel Cleaver, 11 #rold Nadler

Member of Congress Member of Congress



Nanette Diaz ﬁarragan
Member of Congress

Uyt ). Clasdee.

Yhette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Fd M

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.

Member of Congress

Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Member of Congress

Sy

Nydla M. Velazquez
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Pt 7 >

Linda T. Sanchez
Member of Congress

it St

Raul M. Grijalva ~
Member of Congress

Db Bl

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

oty ot

Katie Porter
Member of Congress



Senpomce oo

Sufdnne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Qo Glz

J&us G. "Chuy" Garcia
Member of Congress

/M //f/“"‘

Jartd Huffman
Member of Congress

P Wbz

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Mile Lo

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

TaA W Jioan

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Yo Cosnrm

er of Congress

/Q‘m /q:;lf(mvﬂ?

Rosa L. DeLauro
Member of Congress

\)‘@wab Onwban

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

o~ ——

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress



Bonau Jer

Barbara Lee
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