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The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations, Committee on Appropriations,
Subcommittee on Transportation, and Housing Subcommittee on Transportation, and Housing
and Urban Development, and Related Agencies and Urban Development, and Related Agencies
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro:

I am requesting funding for the CapMetro Scalable, Transit-Oriented Resilient Microgrid (STORM)
in fiscal year 2025. The entity to receive funding for this project is the Capital Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (CapMetro), located at 2910 E 5th St, Austin, TX 78702.

The funding would be used to implement a microgrid and battery energy storage system (BESS) to
ensure the solar energy generated at North Ops is captured and can be efficiently utilized by CapMetro.
While direct distribution of solar energy to the grid has its advantages, it is imperative to recognize
that this approach deprives CapMetro of the cost-efficient benefits of using the energy directly in
operations and lacks the provision for establishing a resilient backup power system, a critical
component of our operational resilience. Without storage, the system will not be fully optimized. This
Community Project Funding request will help further a voter-approved plan to supply sustainable and
ciean high-capacity bus and rail lines integrated with frequent, reliable local bus service. The project
also builds on support from Capital Metro’s Board of Directors to expand the fleet to more than 200
electric buses. The Board of Directors has also approved the Capital Metro Sustainability Vision
Policy Statement, which formalizes sustainability as a core value of the agency. The project is an
appropriate use of taxpayer funds because it furthers the commitment to support sustainable transit —
the charging infrastructure will build resiliency of the routes and ensure clean, frequent, and accessible
transportation in underserved areas of Austin.

The project has a Federal nexus because the funding provided is for purposes authorized by chapter
53 of title 49 of the United States Code.

I certify that I have no financial interest in this project, and neither does anyone in my immediate
family.

Sincerely,

A D™
Lloyd Doggett
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