
September 16, 2025

The Honorable Lee Zeldin
United States Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Administrator Zeldin:

We write in opposition to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)’s proposal to eliminate 
the 2009 endangerment finding, which establishes that greenhouse gas emissions threaten public 
health, and can be regulated under the Clean Air Act as a result. Climate change, fueled by 
greenhouse gas emissions, is already impacting Texans with more extreme heat waves, torrential 
precipitation, severe hurricanes, and rising sea levels.1 Eliminating the basis for federal 
regulation of emissions could eliminate key health protections and stymie further action to 
mitigate worsening natural disasters and toxic pollution. 

The climate crisis is not a far-off event or a theory–it is already here and endangering our 
constituents. Extreme storms and temperatures create dangerous conditions for Texans. This 
July, Central Texas floods exacerbated by climate change2 killed at least 137 people.3 
Greenhouse gas emissions worsened the damages of Hurricane Harvey, as half of residential 
flooding was attributed to climate change.4 Rising temperatures lead to rising deaths, with the 
number of heat-related deaths in Texas breaking state records consecutively from 2020 to 2023.5 
Tick- and mosquito-borne tropical diseases further threaten Texans’ health as diseases move 
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northward and threaten our health infrastructure.6 It is clear that regulating greenhouse gas 
emissions is necessary to protect human health and the environment. 

In 2024, Texas experienced 20 disasters with losses exceeding $1 billion. In Harris County 
alone, over 75% of surveyed residents identified severe weather as a key reason for high housing
costs. Almost 80% of respondents had to throw away at least $250 worth of food following 
prolonged power outages during Hurricane Beryl in 2024.7 Across Texas, home insurance 
premiums continue to skyrocket as neighborhoods’ disaster risks increase, with homeowners 
paying 50% more compared to 2021 premiums.8 Worsening droughts, wildfires, and floods 
destabilize Texas’s climate, contributing to increasing crop failures and food insecurity.9 The 
cost of climate change is far greater than the cost of the endangerment finding. Overturning the 
endangerment finding would create a complex, piecemeal regulatory landscape and expose 
Texans to high costs resulting from unregulated greenhouse gas emissions.

We oppose the administration’s attempt to eliminate the endangerment finding and subsequently 
additional protections based upon it, including clean car and truck standards, power plant rules, 
oil and gas rules, and landfill rules. There was a clear scientific consensus in 2009 that 
greenhouse gases endanger human health, and this consensus has only strengthened in the years 
since. The EPA has continued to affirm and act upon the endangerment finding. Now, this 
attempted repeal denies the reality of climate change. 

We urge you to maintain the endangerment finding and protect the health and wellbeing of 
Texans and communities in all parts of the country. 

Sincerely,
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